
Sunday, September 10, 2017
Summit Lake Community of Akron

9:00 am – 4:00 pm

You’re invited to a day of service and fun!

Come join more than 1,000 volunteers serving one neighborhood: the Summit Lake
Community of Akron – an area that is being reinvigorated thanks to a new effort focused on
the Canal Towpath Trail that routes through it. First Congregational Church of Hudson, Temple
Beth Shalom and the Islamic Society of Akron and Kent are partnering again this year to lead
the effort. Leaders from the city of Akron and the Summit Lake neighborhood are joining this
year’s efforts. 

This year there will also be a Children’s Fair to engage families with young children from the
Summit Lake area and our faith communities. In a designated area in the park, volunteers
will engage children in games, crafts, a fishing derby and other activities from 10:00 am –
12:30 pm. Families are asked to bring donations of food for the Akron Canton Food Bank
(cereal, peanut butter, canned tuna, canned vegetables, canned beef stew, canned soup).

What is First Serve?

First Serve, the annual church-wide service event at First Congregational Church of Hudson,
engages people of all ages in a day of service.  Each year on the second Sunday in September,
members and friends come together for a Sending Service, then separate into crews to work
on one of several service projects. Projects are as varied as the skills of those who share
in this wonderful day of service to others. 

Day’s Schedule 

9:00 am     Sending Service at First Congregational Church of Hudson, 47 Aurora St.

10:00 am   Project crews meet at Summit Lake Park
Breakfast snacks and beverages available

10:00 am   Children’s Fair begins for families with small children

12:30 pm   Hotdog Cookout Lunch at Summit Lake

4:00 pm     Complete project and head home

VOLuNteer regIStrAtION

Visit https://firstserve2017.eventbrite.com to sign up.  
You can sign up for your whole family or group at once.

Where is the Summit Lake Neighborhood? 
”Summit Lake is a neighborhood located on Akron’s southwest side. The neighborhood takes
its name from the adjoining large, natural lake that served, first, as part of the Ohio & Erie
Canal waterway, and, later, as a source of water for Akron’s burgeoning rubber and tire in-
dustry. Today, the neighborhood is beset by the highest vacancy rate in the City of Akron,
but also holds great potential for revitalization, given its strategic location near Downtown
Akron, and alongside the Ohio & Erie Canalway corridor.“ 

– Jason Segedy, Notes from the Underground

Who can participate? 
Projects are designed for families and people of all ages
and abilities. 

Can I register more than one person at the same time? 
Yes. You will have the opportunity to choose how many 
people you would like to register for any interested projects.

What is the schedule for the day?
9:00 am: Sending Service @ First Congregational Church
in Hudson (47 Aurora St.). We will then travel to meet up
with our project crews at Summit Lake Park. Crews will
begin projects around 10:00 am and end by 4:00 pm.

What happens if it rains? 
This is a rain or shine event. 

How will I find out more specific information 
about my project? 
Your project leader will contact you with details closer to
September 10.  

How will I get to my project site?
You will receive information from your project leader
closer to the date.

Do I need to bring supplies to the project site? 
In most cases, supplies will be provided. For some projects,
you may be asked to bring some project-specific supplies.
Your crew leader will provide details closer to the event date. 

Will food be available?
When crews gather at Summit Lake Park at 10:00 am, 
breakfast snacks will be available to take to your project
site. Lunch items (kosher/vegetarian, too) will be available
for pick up at 12:30pm at Summit Lake Park.

What if I need childcare? 
Children are invited to participate in the day's events, but
some may be too young to contribute. Childcare is 
offered for children (ages 0-4 yrs) at First Congregational
Church of Hudson starting at 8:45 am. Reservations can
be made on the Volunteer Registration form.

What should I wear? 
T-shirts are provided for all registered volunteers - please
be sure to denote sizing on your registration form. Please
be practical - dress in layers, wear sunscreen and be 
prepared for a variety of conditions.

Who should I contact if I have questions?
Contact Sue Wimer at swimer@hudsonucc.org. 

First Serve FAQs 

“First Serve aligns perfectly with our Akron Reimagining the Civic 
Commons’ goal of developing meaningful relationships with our Summit

Lake residents on how might we return Summit Lake to a place of pride and
play. Working together, we are co-creating, co-designing and co-stewarding

new ideas and enhancements at Summit Lake to make it a destination 
for all citizens, regardless of race, gender, income or education.”

– Dan Rice, President and Chief Executive Officer, Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition

We are baking cookies for the Akron Police Department.  Officers will distribute cookies to children
and adults in the neighborhoods they serve to help foster more positive relationships. This is the
perfect opportunity to participate in First Serve if you are unable to join us on September 10.  Fill
a container with home made chocolate chip cookies and drop it off at First Congregational Church
of Hudson (47 Aurora St.) anytime between Friday, Sept. 8 thru Sunday morning Sept. 10 at our
9:00 am Sending Service.  Empty containers available at each of the three faith community sites
and hold approximately 60 cookies. Questions? Contact Gwen Zielasko, dag1a4@yahoo.com. 
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Summit Lake Park
l Project #1: Children’s Fair 10:00 am-12:30 pm. Help transport, 

set up and oversee kids’ activities. Background check required.
l Project #2: Kids’ Water Safety Program. Led by Akron 

Children’s Hospital. Assist instructor as directed. Background 
check required

l Project #3: Kids’ Bike Fun & Safety. Assist with bike checks, set 
up and assist with bike rodeo course, assist with bike safety 
instruction. Background check required.

l Project #4: Volunteer Breakfast and Lunch. Assist with prepping, 
setting up, grilling and serving breakfast snacks and lunch.

Ohio & erie Canal towpath
l Project #5: towpath Cleanup. Walk along trail and surrounding 

lake area picking up trash and debris. This is a good family 
project.

l Project #6: Lakeshore & Canal Cleanup by Boat. Bring your 
canoe or kayak and clean up trash and debris along shoreline 
and in canal.

OPeN M 
l Project #7: Interior Painting. Help paint walls of multipurpose 

room.

South Street Ministries
l Project #8: repair Projects. Repair/paint front porch of the 

South Street Ministries’ Community House as well as in-home 
minor repairs.

l Project #9: Clean Bike Shop. Clean and organize shop after a 
full summer season of activity.

the Peter Maurin Center
l Project #10: Outdoor Stairway repair. Assist in rebuilding 

outside stairway. Carpentry and painting skills required.

the reACH Opportunity Center
l Project #11: Childcare for Summit Lake Volunteers. Assist with 

childcare for residents who will be joining our project crews. 
Background check required.

l Project #12: Kit Assembly. Put together kits for Akron 
Metropolitan Housing Authority to distribute to residents. 
Good for those who need to sit or stand at tables.

l Project #13: Book Sorting. Put together sets of books that will 
be used to supply the Free Little Library Project. Good for those 
who need to sit or stand at tables.

Summit Lake Community Center
l Project #14: Little Free Library. Creatively paint designs onto one 

of six Free Little Library boxes. Once painted we will place these 
at predetermined locations in the neighborhood and fill with a 
set of books.

l Project #15: Mural Painting. Help paint mural in the lobby.
l Project #16: Interior room Painting. Help paint one of several 

rooms:  the gym, meeting rooms, offices, or restrooms.
l Project #17: Clean, rehab, and repair Projects. Assist with one 

of these assorted projects: plumbing, electrical, ceiling tile 
replacement, tile floor installation, assorted construction remodel, 
closet sorting and organizing.

Summit Lake Neighborhood
l Project #18: Kitchen Ceiling Drywall repair. Assist with 

replacing and painting a Summit Lake resident’s ceiling.
l Project #19: House Painting. Assist with painting the exterior of a 

Summit Lake resident’s home.
l Project #20: Front Porch Painting & Step replacement. Assist 

with painting porch, replacing steps and walkway at a resident’s 
home.

l Project #21: Paint Fire Hydrants. Teams of two will clear any plant 
growth and paint several hydrants.

l Project #22: Outdoor Painting Projects. Help paint assorted 
projects such as patios, window screen frames, mailbox units, 
and exterior doors.

l Project #23: Window Cleaning. Clean windows at the Akron 
Metropolitan Housing Authority Community Facilities.

l Project #24: Pressure Washing. Bring your pressure washer to 
clean exterior of buildings at the Akron Metropolitan Housing 
facilities.

l Project #25: Landscaping Projects. Assist with tree and shrub 
removal, mulch, seed, winterize gardens and debris cleanup.

l Project #26: Parking Lot and Alley Clean up. Help police and 
residents feel safer by clearing out trees, over growth and debris 
from alleyways and parking lots.

l Project #27: gutter Cleanout and repair. Assist with cleaning 
and repairing gutters on Akron Metropolitan Housing properties.

l Project #28: Artistic Board-ups. Cover windows of abandoned 
properties with boards and paint with designs.

First Congregational Church of Hudson
l Project #29: Kit Making. Assemble kits while sitting or standing 

around tables in Fellowship Hall at First Congregational Church 
of Hudson.

l Project #30: Childcare. Assist with childcare at First 
Congregational Church of Hudson for children of volunteers 
(ages 0-4yrs) starting at 8:45 am. Background check required.

PrOJeCt LOCAtIONS PrOJeCt LOCAtIONS

Visit https://firstserve2017.eventbrite.com to sign up to volunteer!  


